238                      A SHORT HISTORY OF OUR TIMES
caused great hardship and injustice even though mitigated by allowance for special cases.
The War-Guilt Clause
The clause which most rankled in the minds of the Germans was the famous " War-Guilt" clause which opens the " Reparations chapter." It runs:
The Allied and Associated Governments affirm and Germany accepts* the responsibility of Germany and her Allies for causing all the loss and damage to which the Allied and Associated Governments and their nationals have been subjected as a consequence of the war imposed on them by the aggression of Germany and her Allies.
In this clause not only did the Allied and Associated Governments affirm their own belief that the sole responsibility for the war and all the loss and damage caused by it rested on Germany and her Allies—which at the time might have been excused as an expression of their own opinions—but they required and in the end compelled the Germans to affirm this theory of their own guilt. There are very few in any country who do not regret that this clause ever found a place in the Treaty, and regret it the more because formally expunging it would have the appearance of acquitting the Germans of aft responsibility. As it stands it usurps the judgment of history on a long series of complicated events for which no one nation or government can be held solely responsible, and expresses a partisan opinion which gains no additional weight because the enemy was compelled to put his signature to it. There was felt even at the time to be a certain moral cruelty in forcing him to make a formal and valueless confession of guilt at this his darkest hour, and it is now wise to assume that the closing of the " Reparations chapter " of which it was the exordium has automatically removed it from the record. The way will then be dear for the unprejudiced historic judgment.
He last scene was on June 28, 1919, die anniversary of die murders of Serajevo, in the " Hall of Mirrors," where forty-right years earlier the Germans had celebrated their triumph ova: the French and the foundation of the new German Empire. With their country blockaded and their array defeated and disorganized, they could now do nothingttle aid mainly agricultural people.
